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MINT announces Husk from 2019 Leap Year Artist Michelle Laxalt.

Atlanta, Georgia – MINT is pleased to present Husk, an exhibition of works from Leap Year artist Michelle Laxalt, 
opening September 7 and on view through October 5, 2019 at MINT’s gallery at the MET, 680 Murphy Ave SW, 
Unit 2095. There will be an opening reception for the exhibit on September 7 from 7pm–10pm.

MINT is pleased to announce Husk, an exhibition by 2019 Leap Year Artist Michelle Laxalt. Of the exhibition, Laxalt 
comments: “Husk brings together three distinct but related bodies of work in which I explore the vulnerability of 
corporeal bodies, human and otherwise. In my derma series, shredded and stretched swaths of translucent silk 
felted with wool and human hair recall flayed skin or animal hides. Abstract and abject ceramic forms comprise 

my limb/trunc series, simultaneously evoking flesh, bone, shell, and 
stone. And the intimate, delicate sculptures of my phantom series 
suggest elusive animal skulls and ambiguous organs.

While each piece in Husk alludes to “body” in some way, it is never 
completely clear whether one is looking at the human body, an animal 
body, an imaginary beast, or merely inanimate, organic mass. Haunted 
by my own mortality, I imbue my sculptures with fleshy textures, 
visceral surfaces, and bodily fibers that elicit revulsion and dread. 
I employ precious materials and display my works in a reverential 
manner to echo and emphasize the fragility and precarity of human, 
animal, and organic life.”

Michelle Laxalt earned her MFA in Ceramics as a Welch Fellow at 
Georgia State University and her BFA from the University of Nevada, 
Reno. She currently resides in Atlanta, Georgia, and works out of a 

studio at the Goat Farm Arts Center. Though her practice is rooted in ceramics, she creates sculptures using 
an array of materials, many of which serve as reminders of the body. She has exhibited nationally and recently 
returned from a residency at the Hambidge Center as part of her MINT Leap Year Fellowship. She was in a three-
person exhibition at ShowerHaus Gallery in May and currently has work in On Singing the Body Formless and 
Electric at Whitespace Gallery. Her work will also be featured in Fruitful Labors, which opens at the end of August 
at the Zuckerman Museum of Art.

Michelle Laxalt is one of five 2019 Leap Year Artists. Leap Year, a residency program facilitated by MINT, 
supports emerging artists through studio space, mentorship, a stipend per W.A.G.E.-Certification guidelines, 
and opportunities for public art and community service. This exhibition is the culmination of six months in their 
Leap Year studio at the Goat Farm Arts Center. Other artists in the 2019 cycle are Ellie Dent, Danielle Deadwyler, 
Amanda Grae Platner, and Caleb Jamel Brown.
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MINT’s mission is to make Atlanta a destination for the arts: a cultural hub where artists thrive, patrons experience 
transformative work, and communities are activated and engaged.
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