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MINT ANNOUNCES 2019 LEAP YEAR RESIDENCY ARTISTS

Atlanta, Georgia – MINT is pleased to announce our 2019 Leap Year Residency Artists: Caleb 
Jamel Brown, Danielle Deadwyler, Ellie Dent, Michelle Laxalt, and Amanda Grae Platner.

Leap Year is MINT’s flagship program, having served 20 artists since 2011. Each year a 
selection panel of Atlanta arts leaders review applications submitted by over 50 visual artists 
from across the city. The panel selects five diverse, emerging artists from the Atlanta area 
to participate in the year-long fellowship program. MINT provides the artists with: dedicated 
studio space for six months; a two-week residency at The Hambidge Center; opportunities 
for public art and community engagement; studio visits with renowned guest curators and 
critics; an established Atlanta-based artist to serve as a mentor; and a solo exhibition. All 
artists who participate in our residency program are paid a cash stipend.Through rigorous 
independent research and insights gleaned from our own experiences, we’ve developed Leap 
Year to be inclusive of both community and network development along with opportunities 
for quiet reflection and introspection on personal and career growth.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS:

Caleb Jamel Brown was born in Atlanta, GA in 1993, the youngest of 4 children and the 
only son. His mother owned a group home for teenage girls, while His father worked as 
a plumber. Working with both of his parents at a young age created a duality in character 
that is essential to his personality. His interest in art began after taking a graphic design 
course in high school, for the first time in his life he had a sense of purpose. This new 
potential life path motivated him to pursue a BFA from Valdosta State University. While in 
Valdosta he struggled with adapting to living in a small town, and an even smaller art scene. 
However, this shift allowed him to spend a lot of time in the studio and inspired him to begin 
facilitating spaces for himself, and other artists to show their work. With this new interest, 
he began to curate exhibitions in houses around the city. Post-graduation He moved back 
to Atlanta and began living/working at 368 Ponce, there He was able to curate both visual 
art and experimental sound exhibitions.

Danielle Deadwyler is an Atlanta-based interdisciplinary artist who thrives in live and filmed 
community engaged performance art and collaborative material making. With filmmaking 
and performance art as primary media, through experimental and theatrical exhibition 
structures, Danielle Deadwyler blurs the line on work of the black body, especially bolstering 
the black female body’s work in diverse spaces: public/private, domestic and sexual, 
individual or with community, invisible and visible, in documentary and fictive narratives.

Ellie Dent (b. 1991) is an artist working in the mediums of painting and sculpture. By working 
with appropriated materials from hospitals, her work explores the themes of the body, the 
abject, pain, confession, and trauma. Dent was born in Baltimore, Maryland and received a 
BFA in painting, drawing, and printmaking from Towson University in 2013 and a MFA from the 
University of Georgia in 2017. Dent has exhibited work at the Georgia Museum of Art, Marcia 
Wood Gallery, Day & Night Projects as well as exhibited with Satellite Projects during Art Basel 
Miami 2015. Her work has been published in Hyperallergic, ArtsATL and SciArt Magazine. She 
has an upcoming solo exhibition at Terrault Contemporary in Baltimore, Maryland. She currently 
resides in Atlanta, Georgia where she is faculty at Georgia State University.

Michelle Laxalt earned her MFA in Ceramics as a Welch Fellow at Georgia State University 
and her BFA from the University of Nevada, Reno. She has exhibited nationally in both 
invitational and juried exhibitions, and will be featured in the annual National Ceramics 
Invitational at Kent State University in February 2019. She currently shares a studio at 
the Goat Farm Arts Center in Atlanta, is the Gallery Manager at the Swan Coach House 
Gallery, and teaches as a part-time instructor in the Welch School of Art and Design at 
Georgia State University.
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Amanda Grae Platner is a multidisciplinary artist living and working in Atlanta, GA. She is a 
graduate of the Savannah College of Art and Design, with a BFA in painting. Her piece Bipartisan 
(Work Week Performance) was featured on WABE 90.1-FM’s show City Lights with Lois Reitzes, 
and in Atlanta Magazine. Amanda’s work focuses on recreating emotions- feelings of loss and 
disruption are recreated by having paint thrown on developed paintings; feelings of fatigue and 
resolve are recreated by completing a day in an endurance performance or testing issues of 
trust and communication through collaborative performances.

ARTIST SAMPLES:

MINT believes that art brings the world to life. In this spirit, we serve artists and arts enthusiasts 
through our residency program, exhibitions, community partnerships, and other outreach. We invite 
risk taking, encourage curiosity, and advance brilliant and challenging work.

###

PRESS CONTACT:
Jessica Helfrecht
Program Director, MINT
jessica@mintatl.org
404.680.8728

www.mintatl.org

ELLIE DENT

DANIELLE DEADWYLER

CALEB JAMEL BROWN

MICHELLE LAXALTAMANDA GRAE PLATNER


