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MINT ANNOUNCES SUCCESSFUL W.A.G.E. CERTIFICATION

Atlanta, Georgia – MINT is pleased to announce their successful W.A.G.E. Certification 
retroactively effective July 1, 2018. 

W.A.G.E. (Working Artists and the Greater Economy) is a national organization focused 
on regulating the payment of artist fees by nonprofit art institutions and establishing a 
sustainable model for best practices between artists and the institutions that contract their 
labor. Their current roster of organizations includes The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The 
Art Institute of Chicago, MOMA, The Guggenheim, and now, MINT. 

MINT is the first W.A.G.E.-certified organization in Georgia, a state with the 49th lowest 
per capita arts funding in the U.S. (National Assembly of Arts Agencies). Emerging artists 
in Georgia have long struggled to establish careers while developing complex, thoughtful 
and challenging work. It is especially difficult for those who create pieces that are 
ephemeral, performative, and experiential and paying these artists is a key component of 
our commitment to the under-served in our community.

Speaking on behalf of MINT, Executive Director Cory Klose commented, “This is an 
incredibly exciting moment in MINT’s tenure as a non-profit organization. In being and 
staying W.A.G.E. certified, we can continue to financially support Atlanta artists working 
through the creative process and producing art. It is my hope that we are the first of many 
Georgia organizations to walk this path.”

MINT’s Founder, Erica Jamison, says of the certification, “It was an honor and a privilege to 
steward MINT through the initial stages of W.A.G.E. certification. This strategic initiative is 
an incredibly vital component of our support for artists, especially those at the beginning 
of their careers. With new leadership at our helm, I believe we’ll continue to grow MINT 
and our capabilities to pay artists, ensuring that Atlanta truly is a destination for the arts.”

MINT Board Chair Michael Diffenderfer adds “I’m so proud to be the first in the southeast 
to gain W.A.G.E. certification and continue to further cement MINT’s commitment to 
supporting Atlanta’s artists and creative community. Being an artist is a job, and everyone 
who works deserves to be paid.”

MINT is currently accepting donations for continued support in W.A.G.E. certification for 
the current fiscal year through the City of Atlanta’s matching award program, Power2Give. 
For more information on this campaign, please visit https://www.power2give.org/
campaigns/881.

MINT believes that art brings the world to life. In this spirit, we serve artists and arts enthusiasts 
through our residency program, exhibitions, community partnerships, and other outreach. We 
invite risk taking, encourage curiosity, and advance brilliant and challenging work.
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